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Dear Friends & Supporters of DWN,
 
On behalf of Darfur Women Network, Inc., (DWN) I would like to express my 
gratitude to our donors, supporters, and our host organization for making our dream a 
reality. I am very thankful for your support, and I deeply appreciate your commitment 
to stand with DWN and help us to achieve our goal of reaching out the survivors of 
genocide in the Darfur refugee camp, Touloum, Chad.  

I am also grateful for the refugees 
who are opening their arms and 
hearts to discuss their challenges and 
solutions from their own perspectives 
with the DWN team. Thank you 
for helping us implement two 
urgent projects, 7,000 Safe Stoves 
for Darfur Refugee Mothers and 
Soap Production, which encourages 
hygiene among refugee families to 
lessen the spread of diseases in the 
camp. I felt absolutely blessed to be a 
part of helping these refugee women 
and girls.

I returned from Chad two weeks ago, and I am anxious to share with you all the 
information, ideas, problems, and solutions we have planned.  Together we will 
transform them into actions that will improve the lives of the refugees in their camp. 
We can replace the feelings of fear, worry, and disappointment with hope and positive 
actions.

I am thankful our board members in Chad for coordinating our trip, as well as the 
local government, individuals, organizations, and refugees who assisted in our travels 
as well.  As Maya Angelou said, “Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel 
to say your nightly prayer. And let faith be the bridge you build to overcome evil and 
welcome good.”
 
Sincerely,
Mastora Bakhiet
Founder and Executive Director of DWN



Darfur Women Network (DWN) is a non-profit 
organization, founded by Darfuri native, Mastora Bakhiet.  
The DWN, whose mission is to empower and protect 
the women and girls who are the survivors of genocide 
in Darfur, Sudan, worked with the refugees to determine 
their needs and how to meet those needs via education, 
awareness, and empowerment. The refugees were forced to 
flee their country starting in 2003.

The refugee 
camp is 
located 
in Touloum, Chad, and is home to over 29,000 
survivors.  80% of them are women and children. 

Recently, DWN visited the refugee camp to work 
with the refugees and investigate how an effective 
stove would reduce the risk and vulnerability of 
refugee women and girls to rape, abduction and 
murder. Our goal is to help the refugees ensure that 
their voices are heard. One way DWN currently 

helps enhance the security of families, specifically women and girls, is with a fuel-efficient stoves 
project that was started with the distribution of over 200 stoves on August 25, 2014, and continues 
to help entire families in the camp. With these stoves, the women and girls are able to reduce the 
frequency of their trips to collect firewood, sometimes taking 17-18 hours to return.

DWN Met with Leaders, Service 
Providers & the Refugees in Chad

On behalf of DWN, Executive Director, Mastora 
Bakhiet, met with the leaders in Chad. The 
meetings were aimed at discussing the situation 
in the camp and the solutions from the refugees’ 
perspectives. They were logical, direct and 
effective, as well as practical people.

EXCITING NEWS: We have distributed over 200 safe stoves and 
started Income Generating Projects in Touloum, the Darfur refugee 

camp in Chad.



Women Association (WAC)

The WAC, led by refugee women in the camp, 
provides services to the refugees. These services 
provide training on sewing machines to enable 
them to make clothes for women and children 
in order to cover the needs of the families in the 
camp. However, the center only has two older 
sewing machines. They desperately need more 
machines for training and production, spare 
parts, sewing materials, like fabrics and threads, 
as well as training to make soap locally. Nevertheless, there have been funds in place to produce 
soap when the UN stopped distributing soaps. Daycare services are also provided by the WAC.

Current DWN Projects in the camp:
• Safe Stoves Project
• Soap Production Project (Microfinance 

project)

Potential Urgent Projects/
Partnership Projects:
• Daycare
• Water & Food Shortage
• Computers & Computer Instructors for the 

Youth
• Art materials & books for the youth
• Education for the youth
• Sports materials for the youth

The Soap Project (Microfinance 
Project)
This project is about training at least 20 refugee 
women to produce body and laundry soap 
to earn an income. The camp truly needs 30 
more women to produce enough soaps to cover 
the needs of the families in the camp. This is 
necessary because the UN stopped distributing 
as many soaps to the refugees in Touloum as 
they used to. Soap production can be used as an 
income-generating source if enough supplies are 
donated.



The DWN is thrilled to announce that with your support, 202 refugee 
families received their safe stoves. This video was taken by a DWN 

representative in the camp. These stoves are distributed at no cost to the 
recipient families and this project will continue until all the needs in camp 

are taken care of. Check out the link below!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFpPs0hy1fY&feature=youtu.be

The Daycare Project 
This project provides babysitting services for the 
babies whose mothers are teens and still in school. 
Many of these young girls became mothers due to 
rape and abuse.  These babies and their mothers 
are perceived by the community to have brought 
shame to their families so the moms could not 
find help to babysit their babies while at school. 
Therefore, the WAC helps care for the children 
while their mothers finish school and help their 
future. The babies are in need of food, toys, and 
blankets. 

The Youth Center Project
This project wants to help provide the youth with technology to help with their education and 
future employment, but they have no tools or resources for sports, entertainment or education.  The 
Youth Center desperately needs computers & computer instructors, a 
generator and oil, a TV, chairs, art materials, books, a loud speaker, 
projector and stationary.

Artwork completed in the Youth Center - They dream to have a leader as Mandela

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFpPs0hy1fY&feature=youtu.be


7,000 Safe Stoves Project

We need your help to raise $50,000 to provide 7,000 refugee families with clay stoves by 2015  
These stoves require much less firewood, thus reducing the frequency the women venture out to 
collect the wood.  These stoves are safe, culturally acceptable, and sustainable in terms of cost 
and environmental impact.  We are excited to announce that the DWN has been able to distribute 
202 stoves to the poorest families in the camp...widows, the elderly and disabled.  Please visit the 
website below to donate:
http://www.globalgiving.org/projects/protect-empower-refugee-women-and-girls-from-darfur/

Distribution of clothes, blankets, shoes & toys:
We distributed clothes, blankets, shoes, and toys to around a thousand refuges (women, children, 
men and girls) from June 15th - July 27, 2014. They are still in need due to the harsh weather. Most 
of what we distributed went to the south of Chad, due to new arrivals of refugees in the camp. 

Water & Food Shortage
Due to the refugee camp being located in the desert, there is a constant shortage of water and 
food.  They use clay and plastic containers to store the water in to keep it cool, due to not having 
electricity.  Your donation of just $25 will provide one 
small family with a clay container and 3 plastic ones.

The food distribution from the World Food Program that 
the families receive used to feed 4 people, now has to feed 
12, thus making malnutrition a tragic epidemic.  With the 
camp being located in the desert, farming and cultivating 
their own crops is nearly non-existent.

Safe Stove Expert 202 Safe Stoves Women Collecting Firewood

http://www.globalgiving.org/projects/protect-empower-refugee-women-and-girls-from-darfur/


Donations can be made online, over the 
phone, or by mailing a check:

GlobalGiving.org
http://www.globalgiving.org/donate/15708/darfur-women-network-dwn/
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http://www.darfurwomennetwork.org

Through the support of our donors, 202 safe stoves were distributed to 
the poorest families in the Touloum Refugee Camp on August 25, 2014 

The Soap Production Project (a Microfinance Project) was started as well. 
We also rely on the strong support of Sagamore Institute, Global Indiana, 

friends and family.

http://www.globalgiving.org/donate/15708/darfur-women-network-dwn/
http://www.darfurwomennetwork.org/

